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We must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Acts 20:35

Alternative Gift Market

Each year in the late fall, Grace sponsors the Alternative Gift Market. Shoppers are able to purchase gifts benefiting those in poverty and need in Wilmington and throughout the world.  Members of Grace and the community assist by providing information on the projects to the shoppers.  When a purchase is made, the shopper receives a beautiful Christmas card which includes a description of the gift to give the recipient.  87% of the profits go to the designated local and international projects.
Crafts from Ten Thousand Villages, made by third world artisans, are also featured at the market for very reasonable prices.  Artisans are paid full market value for their wares.  When you purchase a gift you are supporting a family in a remote area of the world.
How you can help:
>Coordination: Planning event, ordering supplies, arranging site, finding workers, inventory of crafts

>Cashiers: 4 people are needed each day
>Booth marketers: 20 people to prepare and man booths which tell shoppers about the projects.  Information and material will be provided.
>Lunch servers:  2 people to serve lunch to workers on Sunday 
>Publicity: Need many people to distribute posters around town to inform the public about the market
>Card preparation: 4 people to assemble cards for shoppers when they purchase alternative gifts.
Contact

Jane Spicer  392-1551 

jdspicer@ec.rr.com 
And if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your might will become like the noonday.     Isaiah 58:10

Children Feeding Children

Children Feeding Children is a ministry designed to supplement the nutritional needs of a group of children at Sunset Park Elementary School over each week-end of the school year. These children receive free or reduced lunches at school, but are often hungry over the weekend. Team members solicit funds and food, it is stored at the church, and they pack the boxes or bags each week. 

Each week a bag containing 7 meals and 2 snacks for each of the selected children is delivered to the school and packed in the child's backpack on Friday.  Currently the program provides for 15-20 children at a cost of $10.00 per child per week.  The congregation supports this effort with their generous donations of food and money.  Our group at Grace is part of a larger effort in this area, called Nourish International.

How you can help:

>Donate requested foods

>Assist with packing or delivery of food

>Shop for food that is needed
>Donate funds for food purchases

                                  Contact:

Marie Dubel     350-1320

Dawn Hale      617-7984
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.  Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.   Proverbs 31: 8-9.

CROP Walk

Grace has participated in the annual CROP walk for several years.  CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty and is an outreach of Church World Service.  Of the funds raised, 25% remain local and Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard is often a beneficiary of these funds. The remaining 75% goes for food, shelter, clean water and empowerment projects such as livestock and seed donations in areas of poverty throughout the world.

In 2011, the Walk will be October 9th . Walkers are sponsored by those who want to support the work of CROP.  Water/snack stations are at various places along the walk.  Walkers may make one or two (or more!!) laps around the course. 

Various teams may be fielded, such as the youth, Sunday School classes, Bible study groups.  Participation is fun, healthy and incredibly beneficial to people around the world! 

How you can help:
>Put together a team of walkers

>Find sponsors and be a walker

>Sponsor a walker

>Buy an ad for the walk 
>Give out water or snacks during the walk 

Contact:
Jane Spicer   392-1551

jdspicer@ec.rr.com 
I was a stranger and you invited me in, I was sick and you looked after me.
Matthew 25: 35-36

Early Bread

Early Bread is a Sunday breakfast ministry hosted at Church of Saint Peter The Fisherman Episcopal Church on South Carolina Avenue.  They provide physical and spiritual food, clothing, and toiletries to all who ask.  Grace provides volunteers to help cook, serve, and transport the homeless.   Each Sunday Grace members drive our church van to transport the hungry from downtown to Saint Peter and back.

How you can help:
>Cooking at Saint Peter on Sunday Morning  
 6:30-8:30.                                                  
>Serving meals at Saint Peter from 7:00am-9:00am. 
>Driving our church van from 7:00am-9:00am.
>Donating money to pay for the food (grits, eggs,                         

cheese, toast, fruit, cereal, milk, coffee, and

orange juice)
>Donating travel size toiletries, white tube                    
socks or clothing (men’s and women’s)

>Guitar player for services at Saint Peter.

Contact:
Don Wofford   686-5195
Dick Hutter   794-8865
Unless the Lord builds the house its builders labor in vain.  Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman watches in vain.
Psalm 127:1

Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity is a world wide program that uses volunteer labor, donated material, and funds raised by churches and other organizations to build new homes for families that can not afford to buy a home with conventional loans.  The home is built using volunteer labor.  The new home owner must put in many hours of “sweat equity” and repay a no interest loan.  Since it’s founding in 1976 Habitat for Humanity has built more than 200,000 houses, sheltering more than 1,000,000 people in more than 3,000 communities around the world.
When Grace is involved in building a Habitat Ecumenical House you can be a part of this mission.  There are jobs for all ages, abilities, and skills.
How you can help:
>Construction work, painting, cleaning.
>Preparing lunch for the work crew.
>Financial donations or help with fund raising.

Contact: 
Holt Moore 762-9481

 Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
Hebrews 11:1

Hospice Meals
Wilmington is fortunate to have a Hospice Care Center devoted to caring for those facing life’s end.  

Grace UMC, as well as other churches and local organizations, has volunteered to furnish meals for the families and staff at Hospice.  Grace furnishes lunch on the second Wednesday of each month for approximately 25 people.    
The families at Hospice, especially those from out of town, appreciate and look forward to the home cooked meals that are provided.  Without Grace and the other groups, many of them would resort to fast food, and some can not afford to eat out each and every day.  By preparing a meal you are directly showing your love to families that are preparing for the loss of a loved one. 
How you can help:
>Volunteer, either alone or with a friend to prepare a meal.

>Deliver the meals to the Hospice Care Center.

Contact:

Ruth O’Dwyer   383-3412
Jim Tyndall   343-9581
A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. “
--Proverbs 11:25
Meals On Wheels

Meals on Wheels is a program which delivers nutritious meals to elderly people at their homes.  Delivery people are volunteers, who pick up the prepared meals in their own vehicles, on a regular, assigned route.  Sometimes the delivery volunteers are the only people these elderly shut-ins talk to all day, so the program provides not only nutrition, but human contact and fellowship.

Volunteer drivers can help with this rewarding ministry, once a week or more, or as a substitute driver.  Weekend meals are delivered to about half the regular clientele of about 350 people.  Sometimes parents deliver the meals with their children, or couples can enjoy doing this worthwhile service together
Contact:
Virginia and Frank Skillman

791-0518
All your sons will be taught by the Lord, and great will be your children’s peace.

Isaiah 54:13

Methodist Home for Children

Angel Tree

The Methodist Home for Children provides hope, healing and shelter to abused, abandoned and neglected children.   

Each November a Christmas tree is placed in Walsh Hall and is decorated with paper “ornaments”.  The ornaments contain the names and information of Methodist Home for Children families.  It also has their “wish list” for Christmas.  You can read the ornaments and then select which child or family member you would like to help.  You truly become an Angel for that child.  The unwrapped gifts are left under the tree for delivery to the Methodist Home for Children staff.
How you can help:
>Pick an Angel ornament from the tree. 
>Purchase any or all of the gifts wished for.

>Return unwrapped gifts to the tree.

Contact:
Debbie Ashe   763-5197
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink…   Matthew 25:35
Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard (MHC) is a non-profit, all volunteer organization established in 1985.  Volunteers come from a variety of religious and social organizations and local schools.  In the past, Grace UMC provided the building housing the Cupboard, but it is now located at 221 North Second Street.
MHC provides emergency food for the hungry.  Once a month, any hungry individuals or families can receive a supply of food that should last 3-5 days.  Once a week, individuals without cooking facilities can receive foods that need no preparation.  

MHC is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 1-3 pm.  Grace members staff the Cupboard on the 4th Friday of each month.

Food is obtained from the Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC, from grants, and from donations.  Trucks and man-power (or woman-power) are needed to transport food from the Food Bank on certain Tuesdays and Wednesdays during the month.

During the year, there are food drives at local stores, which help keep the shelves stocked at the Cupboard.  Grace members may be asked to man donation spots for one hour shifts on a Friday or Saturday or to receive, sort and shelve food which is donated during the food drive.   A food drive coordinator for Grace UMC is currently needed.

In 2010, MHC provided over 480,000 pounds of food to more than 27,000 people, including 6,500 children and 5,000 elderly.  

How you can help:

>Collecting food for a 1 hour shift at a local grocery store for the food drive
>Donate food or money.

>Volunteer your truck and time for transporting food from the Food Bank to MHC.

>Stocking shelves at the cupboard, especially during the food drive.

>Man the Cupboard on the 4th Friday 

>Box and bag food for clients.

>Serve on the MHC Board (meetings are held on the second Wednesday at Grace at 10am)

Contact:

Darlene & Jim Tyndall (343-9581) or 

Anne & Barney Lewis (791-1468) to work the 4th Friday

762-2199 to work in other ways at the Cupboard (leave a message and someone will call you back). 

Rick Zigler (341-5726) or Jane Spicer (392-1551) if you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors.
Needed: coordinator for Food Drive team.  Contact Donald or Jeanne Gore at 763-3900
A gift opens the way for the giver and ushers him into the presence of the great.
Proverbs 18:16
Operation Christmas Child

(Shoe Box Gifts)

Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around the world through gift filled shoe boxes and the Goodness of God’s Love.  This program of Samaritan’s Purse provides an opportunity for people of all ages to be involved in a simple, hands-on mission project while focusing on the true meaning of Christmas – Jesus Christ. Since 1993, this Samaritan’s Purse project has shared the Good News of God’s love with hurting children through the simplest of gifts – shoeboxes!  Filled with school supplies, toys, and personal items that are packed by caring people, these boxes help introduce children to Jesus Christ.
In November watch for posters and information about specifics of the shoebox ministry and the date the boxes will be due.

How you can help:

>Pack and deliver an age appropriate shoe box to church.

>Donate $7.00 for shipping each shoe box gift.

Contact:
Jackson & Christina Norvell 343-9302
 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.  1Timothy 5:17

Sunset Park Elementary School Prayer Partners 
For several years Grace reached out to students at Sunset Park Elementary School by providing tutoring and school supplies. Now our outreach focuses on the staff.  We want to carry the love of the Lord to the staff in big and small ways throughout the year. 
The Prayer Partner Program is very simple, but requires a church-wide effort.  Individuals or couples are needed to “adopt” a Sunset Park Elementary School staff member for the year and agree to pray for that person regularly.  We would encourage you to do special things for your “Partner” such as giving birthday gifts, sending cards on special occasions, giving Christmas gifts, and making donations from their classroom wish list to let them know that they are remembered.  Because Sunset Park does not have a very active PTA, our contact with them would go a long way in encouraging them.  For Grace members, this is a small commitment to make, but the impact on the staff at that school could be great.

Each Prayer Partner remains anonymous until the end of the school year.
How you can help:
>Adopt a Sunset Park staff member.

>Pray regularly for the staff and students.

>Provide contact with cards & gifts on special occasions.

>Volunteer to help with special events.

>Make donations to be used for staff events.

Contact Christina Norvell   343-9302
I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

Philippians 4:13

Wilmington Area Rebuilding Ministry

(WARM)

The purpose of WARM is to assist individuals and families living in substandard housing.  By upgrading their housing, WARM hopes to alleviate some of their problems and create a safe and healthy environment for them.  Over 90% of WARM’s clients are ladies who have lost their “handyman” and need help.  They range in age from young mothers to grandmothers.

WARM does on-site inspections and if the project is accepted it is assigned a priority based on the safety of the home owner. The rehabilitation of homes is accomplished by volunteer work teams.  WARM encourages the owner to put in “sweat equity” whenever possible

How you can help:
>Volunteer to be part of a work team.

>Make donations for supplies and materials.

>Prepare and serve lunch for the work team.

Contact:

Tom Guthrie 452-0163

TGGuthrieNC@aol.com
I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.
Matthew 25:40

Wilmington Interfaith Hospitality Network

(WIHN)

Through WIHN Grace cooperates on a rotating basis with other Wilmington area churches to provide shelter, food, and comfort to homeless families in the local area.  Four times a year, for one week, we take our turn in hosting and feeding families in the program.  They stay overnight in designated Sunday school class rooms at Grace and eat their evening meals in our fellowship hall.

The families mainly consist of single mothers and their children, but we do have single fathers and their children on occasion.  The families receive training by WHIN with budgeting, childcare, health issues and other areas that will help them remain in a home once they graduate from the program to permanent housing.
How you can help:
>Volunteer to be part of the coordinator’s group.

>Host overnight from 8:00pm – 7:00am.
>Host on Saturday in 3 hour shifts from 7:00am – 5::00pm.

>Provide and serve dinner at 6:00pm, as you host from 5-8pm.
Contact:
Gary Rowe  540-1306

Jessica Spencer (410) 382-9336 
You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.  Galatians 5:13
                    Youth Opportunities                                                     The youth program at Grace is built around five specific areas: worship, fellowship, discipleship, evangelism, and service.  Each of these is an area of critical importance for our youth to develop and deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ.  Grace youth are encouraged to participate in the many service opportunities listed in this booklet.  In addition, Grace UMC plans to provide support to the youth for future mission and service projects.  The youth serve the children of Grace by helping with the Easter Egg Hunt and the Children's Play.  They serve the older folks in the church through a visitation program.  The youth are also going on a mission trip in the summer of 2010 to help refurbish homes in Wilson, NC.
How you can help:    

~Pray for the youth and their growth in service. ~Provide funds for youth mission trips.          ~Provide transportation or chaperoning for youth trips or meals for youth meetings.
Contact:
Courtney Hickman 

Courtney@gracedowntown.net
763-5197

Mission Committee

Jane Spicer, Chairman

jdspicer@ec.rr.com   392-1551
Marie Allison 

alli7173@hotmail.com  675-0617

Marie Dubel

mbdubel@aol.com   350-1320

Jeanne Gore 

jeadongore@bellsouth.net  763-3900
Dawn Hale

matnd@aol.com    617-7984

Rodney Lester   

rodneylester@yahoo.com  200-5960
Holt Moore  

ehmiii@bellsouth.net   762-9481
Christina Norvell  

christina.p.norvell@gmail,.com  343-9302

Gary Rowe

rowegs@bellsouth.net  799-7127
Virginia & Frank Skillman 

fvskillman@hotmail.com  791-0518
Jessica Spencer

jessica@episervices.com   (410) 382-9336

Don Wofford   

dwofford@ec.rr.com    686-5195

Missions Pledge

Choose the missions you feel led to participate in and write them on the lines below.  Pray for these missions and the Lord’s guidance as you serve Him by serving others.
Other missions which could potentially be done---LEADERS needed!!
Interfaith Refugee Ministry:  Mentor, tutor or otherwise assist a family of newly-arrived refugees.

VIM:  Volunteers in Mission….work in NC or abroad on housing or churches doing construction or repair.

Stop Hunger Now --- pack kits of non-perishable, highly nutritious meals, which can be re-hydrated upon delivery to areas of need or disaster.

Society of St. Andrew --- gleaning in the fields for local produce which is then given to local food pantries or the Food Bank.

ZOE: Zimbabwe Orphans Endeavor --- feeding AIDS orphans in Southern Africa--- Zimbabwe, Zambia, Kenya, and Rwanda.
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